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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: NKANDI ACQUITTED AND RELEASED 
REE: CAPE TOWN 428, AND PREVIOUS 

1. PRESS REPORTS FROM WINDHOEK STATE THAT SWAPO SUPPORTER 
VICTOR NKANDI WAS ACQUITTED MAY 1 OF CHARGES OE HAVING 
PARTICIPATED IN THE 1975 MURDER OF FORMER OVAMBO CHIEE 
MINISTER EILEMON ELIFAS AND ALTERNATIVE CHARGES UNDER THE 
TERRORISM ACT. ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS, THE PROSECUTION 
ASKED THAT THE PRESIDING JUSTICE, F.H. BADENHORST, WITHDRAW 
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CHARGES AGAINST NKANDI. IN PASSING JUDGMENT, BADENHORST 
REPORTEDLY SAID THE THREE CHIEE STATE WITNESSES HAD FAILED 
TO MAKE A EAVORABLE IMPRESSION ON THE COURT AND HE HAD 
FOUND THEIR EVIDENCE UNRELIABLE. FOLLOWING THE 
JUDGMENT, NKANDI, WHO HAS BEEN IN PRISON FOR OVER TWO 
YEARS, WAS SET FREE. 
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2. COMMENT: WHILE NKANDI'S ACQUITTAL MAY HAVE BEEN 
LARGELY THE RESULT OE A WEAK LEGAL CASE AGAINST HIM, IT 
ALSO HAS SIGNIEICANT POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. RESUMPTION 
OP THE NKANDI CASE WOULD HAVE MEANT A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED 
POLITICAL TRIAL IN WHICH THE DEPENSE INTENDED TO HIGH- 
LIGHT ALLEGED TORTURE OP WITNESSES. SUCH A PROCEEDING 
WOULD HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY EMBARRASSING POR THE SAG 
AT THIS TIME. TAKEN TOGETHER WITH THE RECENT DROPPING 
OP CHARGES AGAINST SWAPO MEMBER PETER MANNING (CAPE TOWN 822), 

IT APPEARS THAT THE SAG, WHILE INCREASING ITS DETENTIONS UNDER 
THE AG'S NEW PROCLAMATION, HAS DECIDED TO AVOID CONTENTIOUS 
TRIALS IN NAMIBIA AT THIS STAGE. 

NELSON 
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